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Abstract: All the copperplate inscriptions of the Pala era are related to
land grants. A long list of royal officials is found in almost every one of
these copperplates. The list includes the titles of everyone from the highest
administrative officers of the state to the lowest-ranking royal servant, and
all of them are collectively termed as 'Rajapadopajivi'. Apart from this, the
list also includes the presence of some local dignitaries who were involved
in local governance. In the lists, these royalists are not only mentioned in
detail, from the director of the state administration to the servant class, all
of them are mentioned in the same platform, giving them a place of honor.
The descriptions of these officials in the inscriptions of Pala era provide
significant insights into the administrative system of that time. Moreover,
the inscriptions also provide evidence that many of these royal officials
were directly involved in the administrative duties of the state. These
officials were the main driving force behind the administration of the Pala
state or the contemporary regional states. This article sheds light on how
these royal officials mentioned in the Pala era inscriptions were involved in
various departments of the central and provincial state apparatus and
managed the state administration.

Key Words: Pala Era, Copperplate Inscription, Royal Officials, State
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The word rajamatya means “a minister or coundellor (amatya)
attached to the raja,” the second member of the compound being
synonymous with saciva and mantrin (from mantra “counsel,
advise”) which has become the Chinese mandarin.*®

YN PS8 FETCOR @ARE IFHCF - “AFHPa [{fog
eIt AEE SAml @~/ A=l red @12 e FH01 8 J@d1d]
@ *RET oo 28T |

PRV AGRTS [FRfox MLd | G @ Agg-gfere w_igs
frafend @ Boif JER A0S | (@I @I A=t gwEErer
TS AGPARME T PAAS PAFOE IF6 @fIF o S0 |
FreArey @ PR ACAANY @ocet [[wabw JeeTw-
The designation ‘Rajamatya’ is to be understood in
contradistinction from the term ‘Kumaramatya’,the former
apparently being used to denote a certain class of persons serving
on the king’s staff, while the latter a definite group of officers
serving under the Kumaras.””
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The Chauroddharagika was the highest officer concerned with the
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mentioned in the Hindu law-books.”

Q=

37T 8© e Koo &It e@btad nifg 21 Fa0ee |

QETF

TR SR S o7 T GFee AT S T |
IS R A1 AT (AR ROTI ARG AT TS | ARSI PICT
SRRCIICER SEHPIC Je FI Aerecad SAfghe TR U, B, swaie

JETHCP @A AN P FCACRN- ‘sometimes regarded as the same
as Khandapala meaning the ruler of a small territorial unit.”®

8. AE-fRem

AR Fo @ T ARG AER-[Fes e (@F @ e I
ARG FACST ©TAR STHICH BT ST T |
s
AEA e [ av-a3 gAR =P AfRvEE nkigaie e
TR AT | SAfoR emifee TP IFPCH E NCHA FAT (AR |
¥R e e [ sgRy R ayAfon wrew mikng o |
ArIfen Mg IFICF PRSI I+ 20ACR-*

I e« eforey A= |

ST ARl
RIS AT (@A BRI (AT 6T araife oF Afod™ I qR A
TN T IR O AT SiHefers wafee FAR FAe PRz e
A1 ZCACE |
wrRif
IS Qe A e et - ag e R’ Afve s fofw
e wERlfe | e At faaw e sk it arws e




8 oz Al wfar

IR I THAEr AT @t weery [or 9o #Afibe o g «®
THRICYR MRS AR vy a® SHifienw B ww few ) [
AT AT PP FHRFACT ARGETAR CH FrOII ACHI ST
AT FACIA GT &0 (PTG L 7 DT 0= 12

TPRfTeree @&, i, s, *© 8 W=y WAF IrAF A9l TG
arfaafs , wRmefe, feafew, wre ¢ e T »fifoe wfy=ifencs
ey 3fefs ==-2°

armifeifer Ffmearmeifes o |

SR *To*ize FZTAfSTNT 51l
QAT FT TR TS 39T B 36w T A8 =@ | aney
(TR T JETCRA- “wl I Qi #1230 @ qao [For 286 « [if v
QTR ST AW Fiaced fof it I »fafoe fereme 175

corfe

ACE @-FF IwR e Twow FE @ (@S| FgE
AfFIT BRSO *HT AT A AW | AfAFIena et weda W
‘ot | R ‘cor-3e e I fof (@rafe |

Tifge

IR AfemeR BT 1o T GFeR AR SR AR T |
e oo Wi W AT TS IR AR WEE G
SR TAF | ARCHF @ (R SRR S IRCR- @I FIER0
AT BY (@ OE FHEFL TS AT ©f 7T; (@Ol PRI Forahl & 7l
e FEA, e Pl TRATR 9 [[fere I (TR e (1R #[LhF 4F5-79
SR SRS 2T | GF (TF PN SHHrEd G- Ol (@ A A o
RS @R AR | AER &fof GF-T9 or [T Tag FAceT A €% GF
o WRI-RreTeeR R w7 e fofg wgifsee 1o

cifes

CNfEP A SHFGF ACHT NI OGRUFIEI GFG 4 AT |
SR ACEH AP TGS WA ATHCHA AN @ P e v
TR FAR MIRCY MRIfere APCe | FLTNRW P TCo- “AEF T/
TR AR oI 23CS AR &A1 $F (customs ) ST FCI—ORIR
o SFed e R e, fefag cifass |7




AT JOONT ST ASTATCHIE e

off®

of7% ¢ oFf© IS FFYCFA (Ngow TR | TAI 2pfod SReg o-
W% (ferry) RN S ORI JT7S AFCO | WR (R ARMAR A6 =S
AT uF R ez Fares fofF offe | mreer Ffice ofie ¢ eafe
TorRe TE AR | OIS A SO R AR 6T AT |

¢. Rer-fomt

AT o AER RoR-[eem e R qemFams Fwe TS N
AT T = |

YR @ ASGNCAARTE

AT FLoR 0 ASATAPGIRANR IR 17 GR AT ATe-
Q@ 9o Amreifed S el I @A @A FPre® gregEn 93k
Bafa-a 76 for foq svrify faea semes Sk zere @i
@A FPiTe® o yafaeeid ORI Fegmicrae Zend Shfie | e
(NPITETR NP SE¥PT RAegT aR Sofae-a qiv Teoiify fog fog
0 T TN AR | G (ACF QAT BT AR, (IO (PICAT 2T FFoF
NI FEgAE GR T -q v fog feog Aot fog fox wrawa
T W | AR @A @A AT SECET * PN e AT
Ty eI Mg FHme Faced R oftns ATy gata Sfifs =ref |
TETFNT TS AT TR GG SHANY FUPS] RN | qCTDH
TG Wce- “Rajasthnya probably denoted a high official under the
king and possibly had the status of a Regent or a Viceroy.”** FrergI¥ -
G SR S FE FBHER ToMTece TN I (& . (STa
qqECRS-  “Dr. Stain remarks that it was connected with the
administration of justice and that we may assume that its holder
discharged duties equivalent to those of Chief Justice.”® &4l I T,
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FRRCFCARE OPF@ e, 59 TR g Bt epfs e
STRICAA 8 THAETF TS AT @R AL T T |
qHifrife

hfserffe fom Rorn Swvg aoebR fewm B =R
giifara = JRTCRA, ‘an office relating to the civil and criminal
courts as well as to religious and charitable institutions.”®® | fof
gIfaPIfECE =10 “an officer in charge of civil and criminal justice as
well as charitable and religious institutions’ | CAWICHCIR FCAITE FIPICS
fafom =fge 231, Wifser-smfeie Aiawe »ferea AT [edam]
A JrCCE G *P T BIRICR ¢ (AT weml Fics i
‘religious undertaking’ f&G1F 1 Joar Feaifer Ffpr Sk e
TS 95T 403 (T Iemre @, = ot i R e @i ot few
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FWHRT T AR | AGHR IO AFFG THACTHRC ARG 9
TR Tcee T AFe | &, B F@FE GiF ‘the chief scribe, or the
foreman of the Kayastha class, or the scribe-member of the board of
administration’ Ges ‘the senior registrar’ ROTT wfefee wtates 1
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FACOT GR PR TE OGRYM FACeq ©tF (F@7 I =eel | T,
FAIFICHF V0O (FF# 2= ‘Superintendent of the king’s Khas Mahal™? |
PR fe ¢ S e FHFET 2T WY | (PO (FO SN o
e FHRT 2ot Sfete Ty | MY TG RS- “The
officials named Pramatri and Kshetrapa probably refer to surveyors of
land.”*° T W, @& v #Afawrer ¢ Ay fufaeen @ e f@anem
T feanfers fest ©f A1 o1 TS (G @ QNG TS T 20 |
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9 2PICH 9T bFs! ACeCRA- While the grant was issued from a political

centre and/or a military camp (jayaskandhavara), the communication of
the actual royal order was carried from the issuing centre to the location
of the property transfer by the envoy (duta/dutaka), who was also an
important officer.® R*6% Gtaa Wre- “@ AfF@Es w& w24 @2
W e (Ae@) SRMITTR G A AFFILOII WAL T, e
IR wicg ofme w6, fsf@2 “mos” (plenipotentiary) 1™ I&ATe
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