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Abstract: Aswini Kumar Dutta (1856-1923) was a pioneer of Bengal
Renaissance and one of the greatest heroes in the fight against British rule.
He was a teacher, patron of education, social reformer, lawyer, author,
politician, philosopher and spiritualist. His generosity and secularism made
him an unparallel leader of eastern Bengal. His political career started with
joining the Indian National Congress (1886). He greatly contributed to as a
leader in the Swadeshi Movement in Barisal. Later he played a key role in
forming Swadesh Bandhab Samiti, organizing the Bengal provincial
conference in 1906, Khilafat and Non-cooperation movements and the
Steamer strike. He was elected the first President of Barisal District
Congress (1921). He initiated and expanded nationalism, non-communal
national politics, humanism and many other benevolent activities. Aswini
Kumar was fluent in a number of languages like English, Bangla, Persian,
Gurumuki and so forth. He was a great orator. Aswini Kumar Dutta, a
multi-talented person and earnest worker, was not only a leader of Barisal
but also a popular leader of undivided Bengal. The aim of this article is to
evaluate the career of this great man and his role in contemporary politics
and society.

Key Words: Sadharan Dharmasabha, Brojomohun Institute, Barisal
Hitaishi, Swadeshbandhav Samiti, Steamer Strike
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Aswinikumar Datta was a saintly political leader. He is regarded as

a champion of revolutionary movement....there is no room for

doubt about the fact that the Swadeshi Movement was most

effectively organized and developed in Bakarganj under the strong
leadership of Aswinikumar Datta.®
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The college was established by Babu Aswini Kumar Dutta, the
foremost man in the district in his time...The then Governor of
Bengal Sir John Woodborn wrote in praise of the College: “This
mofussil College promise some day to challenge the supremacy of
the Metropoliton (Presidency) College”. *°
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Aswini Kumar is the only person who has a large and devoted
following among the masses, while others of that period are,
almost all without exception, leaders of the English educated
middle class only. ¢
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Babu Aswini Kumar Dutt of Barisal is the patron of a theatrical or
jatra party that is now touring through the districts of Faridpur and
Bakarganj. This party enacts pieces written in support of the
Swadeshi movement and in ridicule of the Government ¢*
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For Aswinikumar, Politics was rather a variation of social service.
He was a social worker. He devoted his time, talents and money to
the service of his people as an ideal Zamindar of traditional type. *°
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