23foapt AfIRS “fasr, AT 83, d835-3890/035-30%9, 5-38
DOI: https://doi.org/10.59815/isp.vol4103

Tfe *1et3 AN IR e e 4-1eR ofit

Abstract: Bengal is a region known for its rich agricultural
heritage and cultural diversity. This paper investigates the pivotal
role of rice in the social development of nineteenth-century
focusing on the cultivation, trade, and socio-economic impact of
rice, how this staple crop became a driving force in shaping the
economic, social, and cultural dynamics of Bengal during the
nineteenth century. The socio-economic implications of rice
cultivation are explored in relation to labor dynamics,
landownership patterns, and class structures as well in education.
The labor-intensive nature of rice farming led to the emergence of
distinct social classes based on roles in the production process.
This research investigates the impact of these social structures on
community organization, highlighting the intricate relationships
between rice cultivation and the formation of social hierarchies.
Culturally, rice assumed a central role in Bengal's identity,
influencing culinary practices, religious rituals, and social
traditions. The study delves into the symbolic significance of rice
in shaping cultural narratives, fostering a sense of shared heritage.
This analysis contributes to a comprehensive understanding of the
crucial role played by rice in the social building of nineteenth
century Bengal.

Key Words: Nineteenth-Century Bengal, Rice, Rice Cultivation,
Agrarian Landscape, Society, Rural Bengal
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