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Abstract: Agriculture and Peasants are an integral part of the
history of Bengal. Since ancient times the economy of Bengal was
directly or indirectly dependent on agriculture. Agriculture was
the mainstay of the economy during colonial rule. The Raiyats and
Zamindars were intimately involved in the land system. The
colonial British government carried out various experiments and
reviews on agriculture to generate revenue. The colonial
government made several laws especially regarding the land of
Bengal. The Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885 was one of the prime
Acts which was introduced by the British government. The Act of
1885 included several unprecedented rights for the peasants (such
as land record forms, receipts of rent collection, termination of
peasant oppression, etc.). This Act had far-reaching consequences
in the Indian subcontinent during colonial rule. It was a milestone
in the economic history of colonial Bengal for the interests of both
the zamindars and the raiyats. Although the Bengal Tenancy Act
of 1885 has been discussed sporadically, there is little extensive
research work about it. This essay attempts to discuss the
historical background of the Act of 1885, its provisions, its
importance and impact on the society and economy of the time.
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Its 3 main objects were,- firstly, to give the settled raiyat the same
security in his holding as he enjoyed under the old customary law:
secondly, to ensure to the landlord a fair share of the increased
value of the produce of the soil: and, thirdly, to lay down rules by

which all disputed questions between landlord and tenant could be
reduced to simple issues decided upon equitable priciples.**
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Every person who for a period of twelve years, whether wholly or
partly before or after the commencement of this Act, has
continuously held as a raiyat land situate in any village, whether
under a lease or otherwise, shall be deemed to have become, on
the expiration of that period, a settled raiyat of that village.
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