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Abstract: There are numerous laws about woman’s rights in the
global context. There are many international laws and charters
also. Like many progressive countries Bangladesh also has strict
laws to protect women’s rights. Despite these laws, women are
still being deprived and subjected to torture. As woman are
subjected to discriminatory policies and practices, they are also
directly and indirectly disadvantaged in the economic and political
spheres. A real picture of women’s progress can be seen in various
fields especially in the economic fields and in their presence in
main stream society. However, despite participating in multi-
dimensional activities, significant efforts to stop torture and
violence against women have not been observed. In the field of
family law women’s advancement in society is hampered by the
absence of equality-based provisions. Efforts that should be made
to advance the position of women in the state and society require
the establishment of customary rights. The purpose of this article
is to analyze the context in which the laws related to women’s
rights and protection have been enacted in Bangladesh and to
identify the barriers to the laws enacted and the role of the law in
taking steps for the welfare of women. At the same time in the
perspective of human rights, how the dignity and rights of women
in Bangladesh can be evaluated as a part of the history of law has
also been tried to be presented in the article.

Key Words: Women’s Right, Law Enforcement, Legal Frame
Work.
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R. J. Shafer, ‘4 Guide to Historical Method’ (lllinois: Dorsey Press, 1974),
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Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted by the world
conference on Human Rights, held in Vienna from 14 to 25 June 1993.
Section 11 A.3 The equal status and human rights of women (extract).
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The Bangladesh Women’s Rehabilitation and Welfare Foundation (Repeal)
Ordinance, 1984 ( Ordinance No XXXVII of 1984).

. The Children Act, 1974 (Act No XXIX of 1974), Sections 41-41.
oM.

The Muslim Marriages and Divorces (Registration) (Amendment) Act, 2005
(Act N IX of 2005) Section 5.

The Dhaka Metropolitan Police Order- 1976, (Ordinance No Ill of 1976),
Section 16(e).

The Dhaka Metropolitan Police Order- 1976, (Ordinance No Ill of 1976),
Section 76.

The Inland Shipping Ordinance, 1976 (Ordinance No. LXXII of 1976),
section 82.

The Bangladesh Shishu Academy Ordinance, 1976(Ordinance No. LXXIV
of 1976), Section 5.

The Paurashava Ordinance, 1977(Ordinance No. XXVI of 1977), Sections 6.
The Dowry Prohibition Act (Act No. XXXV of 1980), Section 2.

The Medical and Dental Council Act, 1980 (Act No. XVI of 1980), Section
3(u).

The Bangladesh Homeopathic Practitioners Ordinance, 1983 (Ordinance

No. XLI of 1983), Section 4 <4t The Bangladesh Nursing Council
Ordinance, 1983 (Ordinance No. LXI of 1983), Section 4.



JIRECACH NI S T GRAFO AZPYCRS A @ foTHFFol - ud

Q0.

Q0.

RR.
Q9.
38.

R¢E.
QY.

Q4.

b,
W.
vo.

).

R

VIVR
8.

oe.
Y,
09,
Obr.
0y,

80.
85.

8.

The Youth Welfare Fund Ordinance, 1985 (Ordinance No. XL of 1985),
Section 5 &8.

The Family Courts Ordinance, 1985 (Ordinance no. XVIII of 1985), Section
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The Local Govermnent (Union Parishads) (Second Amendment) Act,
1997(Act No. XX of 1997).
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The Local Govermnent (Union Parishads) (Amendment) Act, 2001(Act No.
XXI of 2001).
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Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women,
Concluding Observations: Bangladesh, U.N./DocA/152/38/Rev-1, Part-1I,
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Para. 433 (1997) [hereinafter CEDAW, Committee Concluding
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