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Abstract: Maheshkhali is an important place in Bangladesh, an
area rich in natural resources. Maheshkhali is a charming island
surrounded by sea and mountains. It is well known at home and
abroad for its sweet betel leaf, dry fish, salt and fish. Marine
resources and forest resources have multiplied the importance of
the island. The historic Adinath Temple is located in Maheshkhali.
Adinath Pahar (Hill)/Mainakparvat is a place well known in
history. It is the oldest cultural monument of Maheshkhali Island.
Maheshkhali has two small separate islands named Sonadia and
Matarbari. Maheshkhali is a coastal island in the southernmost
part of Bangladesh's Cox's Bazar district. There are differences of
opinion about the naming of this island. Once Maheshkhali's name
was "Adinath-Maheshkhali*. The naming history of Maheshkhali
is not well known. There are myths and legends about the naming
of Maheshkhali. Currently, Maheshkhali is widely discussed and
known internationally due to geographical and economic
(geopolitics, geostrategic and geoeconomic) reasons. Maheshkhali
attracts many tourists every year from home and abroad.
Maheshkhali is also an island of unique beauty and a sightseeing
spot. Cyclones and natural calamities occur in coastal areas. It can
also be seen in the history of Maheshkhali. In this article, an
attempt has been made to investigate into the history of naming of
Maheshkhali, the date of settlement, and the history of the
development of Maheshkhali.
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The Second Important Center of Saivism in the District is the
Shrine of Adinath, Situated in the Island of Moheskhali. The
Origin of the Name of Adinath Can be Examined in The Tantrick
Work. Dr. Muhammad Shahidullah is not far from the truth to say
that the Adibudha of the Buddhist Tantrik works was transformed
into Adinath (Adi-first, the first of the Nathas) in the Natha cult.
Adinath may also be identified with adideva or Mohadideva of the
Tantras. In Mohanirvanatuntra Adinath is sated as the first gur.”
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The grant of the Island of Moiscal to Mr. Robert Warlledge is
signed by Warren Hastings Edward Wheler. A copy of the original
is filed with Mr. Collector Pattensons letter dated 215 august 1815.
The grant was fair on the 25" July 1780, but was not signed and
delivered till 1782. It was drawn out by Mr. Tolfery, the companys
Attorney, according to full legal Phraseology, but by an oversight
the date of execution is omitted in the body of the deed. The
indenture is between the united company Merchants of England
trading to East India on the one part, and Robert Warlledge of
Chittagong in the province of Bengal gentleman on the other
part.®®
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On account of the strong winds, having failed in all my attempts

to procure a boat, willing to go to the Naaf, | this morning set out

for Mascal Island. | landed at a Rakain village on the Sea shore,

near a monoument erected to the memory of Mr. Hurris, formerly

commercial resident at Chittagong. Ifound my tents pitched on a

piece of ground, which serves for a market place, called

Adeegunge, named Gooroobatta. Here also | failed in an attempt

to procure a boat willing to go to the Naaf, and | determined to go

to Ramoo by the way of Rajoo river and Rutnapallung. To the last-

mentioned place, | therefore sent people by the way of Ramoo,

carry a supply of provisions, which Rutnapallung does not afford.

In the evening | walked out through the plain to the west ward,

which is Barah Mascally.*
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Maiskhal Island in the Coxsbazar subdivision, situated off the

coast between 21°29' and 21°49' N, and between 01°50' and 91°58'

E. It has an area of 102 square miles, being 60 to 70 miles long

and 7 to 8 miles broad, its populations, according to the census of

1901 is 24,228 souls. Through the centre of the Island and along

the eastern coast lines rises a range, of low hills 300 feet high, but

the coast to the west and north is a low-lying treat, fringed by

mangrove jungle, which in its general charteristics resembles to a

permanently settled estate. Maiskhsl village is the headquarters of

a police circle axtending over 138 square miles, and in the hills,

on the coast, opposite the Baghkhali River, is built the Shrine of

Adinath dedicated to Siva. This shrine, which attracts pilgrims

from all parts of the district, is controlled by the Mahanth of the

Sambhuuth Shrine at Sitakund. By its side on the same hill is a
Buddhist pagoda.®®
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