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Abstract: Founded on 27 September 1988 by Aung San Suu Kyi,
the National League for Democracy (NLD) emerged as a pivotal
force within the Myanmar pro-democracy movement. Garnering
widespread support during the 1990 election campaign, the NLD
faced formidable opposition as the military government, sensing
its growing influence, arrested Aung San Suu Kyi before the
elections. Despite these challenges, the NLD secured a significant
majority of parliamentary seats, only to encounter the military
government's refusal to cede power to the democratically elected
representatives. This research delves into the intricate dynamics
of the NLD's pivotal role in the pursuit of democracy within
Myanmar's turbulent political landscape.

Key Word: National League for Democracy (NLD), Democracy,
Election.
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“Following Myanmar crisis and arrest of several Myanmar
nationalists, the internal politics in Myanmar has invited
tremendous attention of the international community. For example
1989, the American criticized Myanmar’s military government
policies and they sent humanitarian aid to the country. Besides
that, the European Union (EU) give a pressure the United Nations
to take notice of Myanmar crisis and that it could be placed
beneath the United Nations Commission on Human Rights in
Geneva in 1998. While on the other hand, ASEAN took the stand
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not to alienate Myanmar, due to ASEAN’s policy not to interfere
with the members internal affairs. ASEAN received significant
opposition from international organization such as the
International Labour Organization (ILO) which urged ASEAN to
reject Myanmar participation in ASEAN. Thus, Myanmar still
was accepted as a member. Thailand was the first country to tie
formal relationship with Myanmar after 1990.” 7
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Soon after the 1990 elections, the U.S. government reduced its
diplomatic presence in Yangon to a Charge d’Affaires. In 2003,
the U.S. Congress passed the Burmese Freedom and Democracy
Act “to sanction the ruling Burmese military junta, to strengthen
Burma’s democratic forces and support and recognize the
National League of Democracy as the legitimate representative of
the Burmese people, and for other purposes.” The U.S. sanctions
over the years have included a pre-existing arms embargo, further
suspension of textile trade and other agreements, a ban on new
investment and economic aid, in addition to visa restrictions
imposed on senior officials and their relatives. The EU echoed the
U.S. in both condemnations and sanctions (differing though in
areas of trade and investment). Individual politicians, too, sought
to make their own influence felt. Tony Blair, while in office,
offered personal support to the UK-led campaign by discouraging
British tourists from visiting Myanmar and spending money in the
country.”
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